
The Season of Givingéé. 

What Will Your Gift Be? 
 

Dear MCPA Membership, 

Happy Holidays!  As we all scramble 

around our campuses to bring end to 

another semester or prepare for the 

winter break, making lists of all the 

things we will do before the students 

are back on campus, and of course 

trudging through the holiday rituals 

weôve come to know (and sometimes 

even dread) ï long lines at stores, air-

ports, restaurants, parking lots and 

freeway on ramps - my hope is that 

you will all take the time to stop and 

ponder this, what will my gift be? 

 

From the words of Maya Angelou, 

ñWhen you learn, teach.  When you 

get, give.ò  We have all been in a 

place where we have had the opportu-

nity to learn and the chance to get.  In 

the work we do, we also have the op-

portunity to teach and the chance to 

give.  Not just during the holiday sea-

son, but everyday.   

 

Maybe it is helping out a student who 

is away from home for the first time, 

who needs to find a job in order to pay 

for their tuition, rent or to eat, or who 

is struggling from an unhealthy rela-

tionship and lacks a support network.  

Or maybe it is a new professional who 

is seeking a mentor to help guide 

them, a graduate student who is eager 

to jump in and gain experience, or a 

colleague who may be in transition 

and is having a tough time.   

 

What will your gift be? 

 

As student affairs professionals we are 

very fortunate to live in a state that is 

host to one of the largest number of 

institutions of higher education per 

capita in the country.  We have a tre-

mendous network of colleagues, at a 

wide range of colleges and universities 

that enable us to share information, 

collaborate on research and innova-

tion, and challenge ourselves through 

continuous improvement.  The result 

is the creation of a learning centered 

environment with the student at the 

core.   

 

How lucky we are as a professional 

organization, to be able to reach out to 

our membership across this great state 

to play a role in the advancement of 

our field.  We have so many opportu-

nities to not only learn, but to teach, to 

not only get, but to give.  We are able 

to make an impact on our students, our 

colleagues, our institutions, our fami-

lies, our communities, our world.  

How lucky we are! 

 

So, as you start wrapping presents 

may you find that sometimes the best 

gifts arenôt wrapped at all.  They are 

the things that we do all year long that 

impact others and change lives.   

 

What will your gift be? 

 

May you all have a wonderful holiday 

season!  We hope to see you at one of 

our upcoming Drive-In Workshops ï 

January 22nd and February 5th! 

 

Peace, 

 

Dara Hagen 



 
 

 

MCPA hosted the first annual Careers in Student 
Affairs for undergraduate students workshop on   
November 14, 2009 at Augsburg College and the 
event was a big hit! 

Sixty five undergraduate students from           
seventeen various private and public institutions 
in Minnesota and Wisconsin participated in the 
workshop. 
Nine diverse program sessions were facilitated 
by fourteen student affairs/higher education   
professionals 
Career panelists representing five institutions 
provided insights about different fields with      
student affairs/higher education and varied      
career paths to those areas 
Fourteen professionals conducted thirty seven 
resume evaluations. 
Six graduate programs participated in the    
graduate information fair. 
 
Workshop feedback included the following: 

Learned so much about the field 
Friendliness of the presenters and             

participants 
Sessions were amazing and the resume 
evaluation was excellent 
Lots of valuable information 
Got some great ideas about graduate schools 
Loved meeting other undergraduate students 
who are interested in student affairs 
Every session/activity was the perfect amount 
of time 
Career panel was very informative 

 
Submitted by Pam Boersig, Ai Minnesota  


